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Vandana Shiva: ‘Miracle of Life’ Is What 
‘Gives Me Hope’ 


Vandana Shiva, Ph.D., environmental activist, author and founder of Navdanya 
International, discussed her new book, “Terra Viva,” plus Bill Gates and what gives her 
hope for the future on a recent episode of “RFK Jr. The Defender Podcast.” 
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By Suzanne Burdick, Ph.D. 


Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 


“We have to vigorously defend our minds and their freedom,” according to 
Vandana Shiva, Ph.D., environmental activist, author and founder of Navdanya 
International. 


“Whether it’s the American freedom movement or the Indian Freedom 
Movement, we have to tap every lesson we can on how to stay free in times of 
total control in every dimension of life,” Shiva told Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., on a 
recent episode of “RFK Jr. The Defender Podcast.” 


Kennedy asked Shiva how she, as a scientist who sees climate as an existential 
threat, deals with the efforts by “the Davos Billionaire Boys Club” — wealthy 
individuals like Bill Gates and Klaus Schwab, founder of the World Economic 
Forum, who convene in Davos, Switzerland — as they “appropriate the climate 
issue for their agenda of total social control.” 


“Climate change to me is about forgetting how to live on this beautiful planet 
and we've got to learn again how to live,” Shiva told Kennedy. 


Kennedy and Shiva discussed her new book, “Terra Viva: My Life in a Biodiversity 
of Movements,” which includes “wonderful stories” about her dad, a forest 
conservator, and her mother, a farmer, and how Shiva grew up to bear the 
nickname the “Gandhi of grain.” 


Shiva and Kennedy also discussed Bill Gates and his vision for the future of food 
and agriculture. 


“If the old colonizers took over land and called the land their property and 
displaced the indigenous people, what Gates is really doing is continuing the 
work of Monsanto in trying to own the seed,” Shiva explained. “He now controls 
the seed supply of the world.” 


Shiva and Kennedy traced the history of Gates’ activities, including: 


e His introduction of industrial monoculture agriculture to India via the “Green 
Revolution,” which promoted Monsanto's genetically modified BT cotton 
resulting in more than 400,000 suicides among local cotton farmers. 


e His use of philanthropic giving to gain control of the international seed banks 
for genome mapping in order to patent every seed variety on the planet. 


e His biopiracy — claiming he “invented” flood-tolerant and drought-tolerant 
seeds. 


According to Shiva, we are seeing the convergence of the failed biotechnology 
revolution — which was “supposed to control pests and weeds” but “instead 
gave us “Super-pests and cancer” without controlling the weeds after all — with 
the information technology revolution. 


The “age of information,” Shiva said, is really about “no one having knowledge at 
all.” 


“When | wrote ‘Oneness VS. The 1%’ with my son,” Shiva told Kennedy, “he 
warned me [that] in the next few years, there will be no true scientific 
information available in the world except the work you do yourself” because all 
information presented in the name of science would be “propaganda” and 
“misinformation.” 


“True scientists,” she said, are being silenced or marginalized. 


Kennedy asked Shiva, “Can you tell us, since you're always buoyant and 
optimistic — what is the source of hope for everybody?” 


Shiva said she fervently believes in the “miracle of life.” She added: 


“The data's clear that the more photosynthetic biomass and biodiversity we 
increase, the more we help the planet heal itself. And we also get food and 
oxygen in the process. 


“We can pull down a hundred gigatons of carbon dioxide every year by just 
doing good farming that cares for the land and grows biodiversity. That’s 
why | have hope.” 


“So we just have to follow nature's path,” she said. “We just have to follow her 
photosynthetic pathways and we have to do the right thing.” 


Watch “RFK Jr. The Defender Podcast” here: 
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The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of Children's Health Defense. 


Subscribe to The Defender - It’s Free! 


SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Suzanne Burdick, Ph.D. 
Suzanne Burdick, Ph.D., is a reporter and researcher for The Defender based in 
Fairfield, Ilowa. She holds a Ph.D. in Communication Studies from the University of 


Texas at Austin (2021), and a master's degree in communication and leadership from 
Gonzaga University (2015). Her scholarship has been published in Health 
Communication. She has taught at various academic institutions in the United States 
and is fluent in Spanish. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. and the Children’s 
Health Defense. CHD is planning many strategies, including legal, in an effort to 
defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those already injured. Your 
support is essential to CHD’s successful mission. 
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I’ve spent 40 years fighting to stop the oil and coal titans from contaminating our water, 
our air and our children with toxins, arsenic, benzene, PAHs, the mercury that has 
poisoned every freshwater fish in America — AND the carbon which now poses an 
existential threat to our planet. 


| have litigated these issues for almost four decades. | Know the science backward and 
forward. It is ironic to me that activists awake to Pharma’s corruption and greed still 
remain blind when it comes to Carbon’s. Predatory industries employ the same 
playbook. Pharma convinces the public that the autism epidemic is an illusion. Big 
Tobacco swears smoking doesn’t cause cancer. Monsanto convinces us that 
glyphosate is harmless. Similarly, Big Oil and King Coal go to great lengths to persuade 
us that carbon doesn’t heat the planet. 


They all capture regulators, tame reporters and corrupt lawmakers to subvert 
democracy. They use the same phony tobacco scientists and mercenary biostitutes to 
gin up fraudulent studies that sow doubt and give political cover to their corrupt 
politicians. 
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Man likes playing God. It Is Quest for power that leads him to rebellion, Corruption n every 
evil thing. Scripture declares :’ For you shall be as God’s knowing Good and Evil for 
themselves , lawlessness on society increases as the God - Man rebels against the ‘Rule Of 
Law’ ) Gen 3:5 
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Thanks for this wide-angle, challenging interview. Education is far more powerful than 
litigation? Not to disparage fighting a good fight, US legal system also appears captured. A 
mediocre education "system" has not prepared most judges for massive corporate 
distortions (Inversions of reality) currently being projected. Few are taking time to look 
behind the curtain to see corporate take-over of all natural resources, with insane hubris 
attempting to replace nature herself (itself). 
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